By fim Galnsford

RESIDENTS are rallyving to save the
station master at Bedey North rail-
way station from being moved as
part of government cuts.

CnyRalE revealed on Sunday that
station manager positions would b

axed at Arncliffe, Banksia, arlion,.

Como,  Kirrawes, | Loftiis
Woolooware. ’

A spokeswoman saild decisions
had still to be taade about Bardwel}
Park, Beverly Hills, Bexley North and
MNarwee, Gymiea and Oatley stations

Jo Warrington, a vetired schoel-

teacher, and her danghter Lou

nurse, have coilécted fore tha :

1000 signatures from commuters i
Joss fhan five days.

They say many peeple have
decided to miss their teain so they
can sign the petition which they will
presept to Kogarah MP Cherie Bur-
ton this Friday.

It notes residents’ concerns at the
State Government’s
station stafl in their area. .

“We are particularly concerned at '

the intention to:meve: (station mas-
ter) Peter Serras who is a long-term,
much valued member of our com-
munity. We demand that you
reconsider this decision,” the pet-
ition states.

Mrs Warrington said Mr Sorras
had been at Bexley North station for
17 years and he was considered part
of the community.

“We have also heard that the sta-
tion masters at Turrella and Bard-
well Park are also being moved,”
she said,

“You would think that RailCorp

s imfention to ol

Long list: Eaxley North sesident Jo Wamagtgﬂ and daughter Louise Waringlon wrth theur petmon in suppm ofthe Bexley Nor{h

- station master.

would be rewarding their staff for
years of faithful service, not treating
them like rubbish.”

Ms Warrington said there were
safety concerns if the stations were
unmanned,

“We have lots of elderly people
who won't have anyone there to
help # they get into trouble. Itis a
huge safety issue,” she said.

NSW Transport Minister David

&

Campbell said the aim of the station
stalf review was to align staffing
levels with eommuter passenger
movements at CiyRail stations.

“The aim of the review, agreed to
by unions and staff as part of the
2008 Union Collective Agreement,
also saw staff receive a'4 per cent
wage increase in April 2008 and a
further 4 per cent in April 2009 in
retwrn for efficiency improvements.

- Pletirs: Jane Dyson

“There will be no loss of employ-
ment as a resuit of the station staff
reviews, though some positions will
change.

“On-site reviews with staff and
unions at Bexley North, Bardwell
Park, Twrrella are due to be held in
july. No decisions will be made
about staffing at these stations until
this part of the consultation is com-
plete,”

; By Murray 'S‘rem?mti’l

NEW hgures :,hﬁwmg overcrowdn}!
on the Hlawarra railway ine will: -
€OIne as no surprlse te regulaz’ com
Hers. :

-The ﬁgures obtdmeé b}r the Gppo
sition underdfreedomof infor-.

mation show that dusing the -

.- moning peak, trains ave caryig &
leagd which is 130 percent (:;f thﬁ

seated capacity. -

-Inshe afternoon peak thﬁ k}ad is
110 percent. :

~The m{)mmg srmatnm is just
belnw the 135:per cent regarded as

“evushload”.

Opposition. Leader Ear:y 33 E*drrel
said commuters were paving the .
price for Labor's incompetence.

"It alse highlights the ©

ment's stupildity In pressir

~witha$5.3 billion R@zeﬂe Metm to

nowhers," e gaid: :
Opnosition. tramps‘}rt spekeq-

womanGladys Bergjiklian said the
Loalition was'proposig an irte-

grated transport autherity. -
The authority would ensure proj-

- ects anduperadeswere planned,

promised and deliveredontime
and within budget.

An independent board will aver-
see the authority 16 guarantee proj-
ects meetpublic peeds and will be
delivered on time and on budget.

“New train carriages due last year
are already running two years late,
as well as rnassively over-bradget,
which is worsening the overcrovd-
ing problem,” she said.



